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Artist captures reality through his abstract work

by Dustin Walker
Wednesday March 16, 2005

Jasper Booster — An Edmonton-based “predatory” artist will
be showing some of his recent kills this weekend as part of the
Jasper Artists Guild’s showcase gallery series.

Erik Visser, an accomplished abstract painter, is known for his
feeling-based, non-representational art.

“I would say that his approach is verging on the predatorial,”
explained JAG president Greg Deagle, adding that Visser
often uses a paint-covered metal spatula instead of brushes to
create his art. “He often stands a distance away from the
canvass and literally stalks it. Then, when the impulse strikes,
he moves in for the Kill.

“This is action painting at its finest.”

Visser’s philosophy is that abstract art is the best vehicle for
capturing reality. Rather than dictate to an audience what
feelings a piece should provoke, his work allows the viewer to
derive their own meaning from the painting.

“When you stand in front of one of his canvases, it's hard not
to resonate on a deeper, personal level to the emotions they
provoke,” said Deagle.

Visser, a dedicated member of JAG, is a frequent visitor to
Jasper where he often draws inspiration from the mountains.
His wife, Josephine van Lier, who's a cellist for the Strathcona
String Quartet, will also be attending the opening night on
March 18, where she will give a brief performance.

“Erik and Josephine are truly ambassadors to Jasper,” said
Deagle. “They partake wholeheartedly in this vision we share
of Jasper as a peaceful community that welcomes artists.”
Visser’s gallery will run at the Yellowhead Museum until April
3. Friday’s opening night will start at 7 p.m. and run until 10
p.m.

This weekend, Visser will also be hosting a workshop where
students will be given the opportunity to create an abstract
painting. For more information contact Claude Boocock at 852-
41009.

Harpists performing March 19

Submitted by Magda Mahler
Wednesday March 16, 2005

Jasper Booster — Arts Jasper is proud to bring Canada’s first
professional harp duo of Nora Bumanis and Julia Shaw to
Jasper for their final spring performance.

The dynamic pair began their collaboration in 1988 when they
were principal harpists of the Edmonton Symphony and the
Calgary Philharmonic orchestras respectively. Since that time
they have been heard frequently in recital with symphony
orchestras and choral groups across the country, as well as on
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CBC radio and television.

They have recorded four CDs on the CBC Records label, with
their most recent release entitled Bach to Bach, which climbed
to the top of CBC’s Galaxy chart for classical music. Nora and
Julia continue to explore and expand their musical repertoire
for two harps and have a particular interest in promoting music
of Canadian composers.

Nora Bumanis has been the Principal Harpist of the Edmonton
Symphony Orchestra since 1980. In addition to her busy
orchestral schedule in Edmonton, she has also performed with
many Canadian orchestras including the Toronto Symphony
and the National Arts Centre Orchestra.

Julia Shaw, a native Texan, spent twenty-one years as the
Principal Harpist of the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra and
during that time taught at Mount Royal College and the
University of Calgary.Nora Bumanis and Julia Shaw will
perform at the Jasper United Church on Saturday March 19 at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 and are available at the door.
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